
desired effect. The latter, however, 
can be used to generate a new 
work based on the style of an 
existing piece in a much more 
reliable manner.

In early 2019, 
thispersondoesnotexist.com 

took the tech world by 
storm. It is a website 
that uses artificial 
intelligence to generate 
fake images of people. 

A GAN or generative 
adversarial network 

powers the website. GANs train a 
generator to create new data and then a 
discriminator to classify the data as real or fake. 
The generator and discriminator are then trained 
together, with the generator trying to create 
realistic data to fool the discriminator, and the 
discriminator trying to become better at identifying 
fake data.  

There has been a surge in AI 
research in recent years as the 
technology has become more 
sophisticated and widespread. 
This has led to new applications 
and insights in fields such as 
computer vision, robotics, natural 
language processing and various 
other applications of machine learning. 
The advancement of AI is also driving 
changes in how we live and work, as 
well as how we fundamentally 
interact with machines. It 
is, therefore, no 
surprise that artificial 
intelligence is starting 
to infiltrate the art 
world. A new 
generation of artists is 
using AI to create works that 
explore the relationship between humans and 
machines. AI art, or art created with the help of 
artificial intelligence, is a growing trend changing 
how we think about creativity and expression. 

So what exactly is AI art? It can take many forms, 
but generally, it involves using algorithms and 
software to create or generate artwork. This can be 
anything from using an AI program to generate 
new images based on a set of parameters to using 
machine learning to identify patterns in data that 
can then be used to create visualisations. These are 
the two main categories AI art is currently divided 
into: generative art and interpretive art. The former 
often produces unpredictable results, and the artist 
must learn to work with the machine to create the 

UNDER 
THE HOOD 

WRITE AND DESIGN A MAGAZINE 
ARTICLE ABOUT AI ART

Start with a detailed description

Generate
Or, upload content to edit
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AI ART

Using NVIDIA's StyleGan, novel faces are 
generated on the fly by constructing the 
output image in a layer-by-layer manner.

https://www.thispersondoesnotexist.com
https://thispersondoesnotexist.com


But there’s a new cool kid in town now. OpenAI’s 
landmark 2021 paper ‘Diffusion Models Beat 
GANs on Image Synthesis’ has shown that 
diffusion models can achieve image sample quality 
superior to the generative models. “The model 
architectures used by recent GAN literature have 
been heavily explored. GANs can trade off 
diversity for fidelity, producing high-quality 
samples but not covering the whole distribution,” 
the paper added. Not long after, OpenAI launched 
DALLE,  the  first  truly  ‘productised’  text2image
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generator. In an avalanche of research 
developments, independent lab Midjourney 
launched its own image generator, which can be 
interfaced with via Discord, and Google came 
forth with ‘Imagen’, which seemed to beat the 
competition in terms of sheer realism. Stability 
AI’s open-source solution ‘Stable Diffusion’ was 
quick to follow, with a large ecosystem being built 
surrounding it, including photoshop plugins which 
can render AI-generated images right there onto 
the digital artist’s canvas.  

The art competition at the Colorado State Fair in September 2022 awarded medals in all the customary 
categories, including painting, quilting, and sculpture. However, one participant, Jason M. Allen, used the 
MidJourney, as mentioned earlier, to compose, create and finetune his entry, 'Théâtre D'opéra Spatial'. It 
ended up winning the first prize in the digital art category. Unsurprisingly, this sparked ferocious backlash 
from other artists who accused him of, effectively, cheating. 
Allen defended his writing. "I won't apologise for it", he declared. "I won and followed all the rules."

      THE DEATH
OF THE ARTIST

Théâtre D'opéra Spatial, Jason Allen x MidJourney, 2022.

https://www.thispersondoesnotexist.com
https://www.thispersondoesnotexist.com
https://arxiv.org/abs/2105.05233
https://twitter.com/GenelJumalon/status/1564651635602853889
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The prompt: “A wide angle shot from below of a 
female astronaut with an athletic feminine body 
walking with swagger towards camera on Mars in 
an infinite universe, synthwave digital art”.

Taking not-so-subtle inspiration, the designers at 
Ping! too, briefly considered the idea of having 
one of our magazine covers be AI-generated, 
perhaps for this very issue. The editors mercilessly 
shot the idea down, and our first exploration with 
AI art was instead relegated to a ‘D(all)esign 
Night’. In July this year, current and former Ping! 
members hopped into a meeting and played around 
with DALL-E, testing its utility and practicality 
and trying to recreate some existing Ping! posters 
using text prompts. 

DES   GN TEAMS 
OF THE FUTURE

AI

Then comes the issue of other companies 
harnessing the power of AI art programs to drive 
in-app functionality. In September, Getty wiped all 
AI-generated content off its platform. "There are 
real concerns with respect to the copyright of 
outputs from these models and unaddressed rights 
issues with respect to the imagery, the image 
metadata and those individuals contained within 
the imagery", told Getty CEO Craig Peters to the 
Verge. 
On the other hand, Shutterstock has launched a 
grand collaboration with OpenAI, with the CEO of 
the latter remarking “We’re excited for 
Shutterstock to offer DALL-E images to its 
customers as one of the first deployments through 
our API, and we look forward to future 
collaborations as artificial intelligence becomes an 
integral part of artists’ creative workflows”.

DALL-E has been making waves in the design 
community since its very inception. In June 2022, 
when the Beta version of the program wasn’t even 
out, The Cosmopolitan teamed up with OpenAI 
and a digital artist named Karen X Cheng to create 
the first AI-generated magazine cover.

 

Scenes 
from the 
final round 
of the Ping! 
Dallesign 
Night.

The quest, 
some initial 
attempts, 
and the 
winning 
submission.
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https://www.theverge.com/2022/9/21/23364696/getty-images-ai-ban-generated-artwork-illustration-copyright
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johanmoreno/2022/10/26/shutterstock-will-soon-offer-ai-generated-images-showing-what-the-future-of-dall-e-might-look-like/?sh=2cf6fb7b5254
https://www.cosmopolitan.com/lifestyle/a40314356/dall-e-2-artificial-intelligence-cover/



