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Editorial

Freyam Mehta

“I love deadlines. I love the whooshing noise
they make as they go by.” – Douglas Adams.

its share of landmarks, most noteworthy among
which are our first longterm sponsorship and
considerable growth in our team size (soon
followed, however, by an even more significant
pruning). However, misfortunes had their place,
as evinced by the radio silence Ping! maintained
for nearly five months, from the first signs of
campus reopening until the third wave’s effect
on campus.

W

e can finally present the August 2022
issue of
, which comes after over
a year (the longest gap between any two
consecutive magazines in five years, as people
didn’t fail to point out). As a side effect, though,
the creation of this issue has seen several key
events in campus life, not least of which is the
famed, almost legendary, PostPandemic Return.
And, of course, the upheavals that followed
close on its heels – quarantine, the shift to in
person teaching, and the first offline Felicity
(and Buzz) in three years.

The long hiatus has not affected the
multifacetedness which forms the crux of the
magazine. Again, this issue has chosen themes
devoid of any mention of the pandemic or its
effects. Instead, articles like “So Said UG1F” (a
piece about confessions), “Beep! Beep!
Beep!” (a part of the Eye to the Future column
about a potential future on Mars), and “Have
You Tried Turning It Off and On Again?” (a
review of the sitcom IT Crowd) showcase the
essence of Ping! – creativity and variety in
themes. These compositions cover the entire
spectrum of fictional possibilities. The
confessions feature talks about potentially
fictional occurrences on the campus, the IT
crowd article is a review about a fictional
workplace, and the Eye to the Future story takes

Over the last couple of years, we have all seen
the world around us evolve – be it the campus,
the functioning of the institution, and even Ping!
as a student body. The alternating cycle of
buzzing activity and mindnumbing indolence,
as it affects everything on campus, has affected
Ping! too, but we hope that we are now facing
the upward slope and that we continue to do so
for the coming semesters. As much as college
life has oscillated in the past year, Ping! has had
Ping!
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the readers to an entirely new realm of fictitious
possibilities.

interlull with there being no incampus
activities, even with students present on campus.
There were restrictions, quarantines, and
curfews, something which the institute had
never seen before. Motivations were at an all
time low, owing to the fact that there were no
meaningful connections that could be formed
between the students on campus and the ones at
home. Very few students were allowed back to
the campus before the allotted slots, partially
because of the ineptitude of the college
administration. There were extremely crazy
quarantine rules. However, things looked to be
taking a turn for the better with the
announcement of a potentially offline Spring
2022 semester.

Meanwhile, a piece relating to one of our recent
sponsors, DaveAI, shows the reader new
possibilities using AI, not very far in the future,
which the company aims to provide to
businesses. Another article – one of the most
relevant to the social life of our generation –
throws light on the relationship between the
music and social media industries, which turns
out to be more intricate than one might suspect.
We also cover a crucial collaboration between
the institute and the government of India, which
aims to enhance our military prowess through
technology. It is not feasible, however, to
encapsulate all that happened in the past year (to
the institute and to Ping!) via just these articles,
so in the following section, we attempt to recap
these events.

The first three months of the semester brought a
number of firsts to IIIT – some weirder than
others. Life was, at the same time, on campus
and not on campus. Some of these were more
desirable than others: possibly foremost among
these were the attendance policy being kept in
abeyance, and the (shortlived) popularity of
online tests. Professors were accommodating
and lenient in the matter of deadlines, given how
many people were falling sick on a regular
basis. But the situation did not bring only
blessings – curfew was enforced (which,
although no one realised it at the time, was
setting a precedent); deliveries were dropped in
Nilgiri to be collected later; there were time
restrictions on ordering food, deliveries could
not be brought up till the hostels but had to be
collected at the main gate; and so on. This, in
addition to the regular testing and the absolute
mayhem that was contact tracing, made campus
life unrecognisable to those who had known it in
its preCOVID form.
The havoc that the virus wreaked extended to
Ping! as well, unlike the few favours it
conferred upon campus life. The utter
pandemonium that held sway over the college
worsened the already hectic life of students in
IIIT. Keeping up with the constant quarantining,
tracking which of one’s acquaintances had
“exhibited symptoms”, and the everchanging
rules regarding congregations of students led to
an inertia that manifested in a continued hiatus
until Felicity.

The publication of the last issue, fifteen months
ago, happened in the midst of a time when we,
as a student organisation, were struggling to
remain active. We had not, as a group, taken to
the online environment of working, even after
two semesters. Since the beginning of the
indefinite suspension of inclass teaching, a
lethargy had settled over the team that continued
to be as hard to dispel as ever. At the time of
publication, there was still no hint of the
pandemic letting up for long enough for the
campus to open, and the second wave was in
full swing.
Work on the next issue commenced
immediately, but was soon followed by the
recall of UG2 ECE and ECD students on
campus in September. This, as we were to find
out later, heralded the longest hibernation in
Ping!’s recent history. The curious situation in
which the latest residents of campus found
themselves, while at first fodder for article
ideas, did not easily lend itself to any work
beyond academics. Exploring campus, spending
time with friends, and getting habituated to
hostel life, understandably, pushed well nigh all
other concerns to the backburner.
The college seemed to be in a similar state of
Ping!

5

AUG 2022

But we cannot forget the greatest loss to Ping!
and to the student community in the last year –
the untimely and unfortunate demise of our
friend Arjun. Around the time everyone was
returning to campus, he tested positive for
COVID19 while in QIF and was later
diagnosed with a case of severe COVID
pneumonia. It was uplifting to see the IIIT
community come together to help him with
blood donations and contributions to the
fundraiser for his treatment. He and his family
fought a long battle for two months, but we,
unfortunately, lost him towards the end of
February 2022. Besides being an important part
of the student community, his talent and the
remarkable contributions he has made to Ping!
and the institute are worth mentioning. We wish
to remember him for years to come – starting
with this issue with designs inspired by his
work.

The endterm examinations, however, brought
the campus closer to normalcy than it had been
in the past two years – offline evaluations
quickly brought everyone back to the realities of
an inperson semester. The difficulties of offline
exams were alleviated by the returned vibrancy
on campus, with people finally able to hang out
with their friends, make impromptu trips to DLF
or Sarath City, and (most importantly) do Ping!
work. Work on the magazine was resumed, and
the team decided upon some future plans. And if
you’re still reading at this point, thank you for
your patience – not only in reading this editorial,
but in waiting for the issue – and for giving us a
reason to do what we do.

Some designs by Arjun T H
Ping!
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Reels
Shashwat Singh

Introduction

Presenting to you the magic of social media reels:
where life is a musical and strangers on the Internet
vibe with you as opposed to those on the streets.
The barrage of Instagram reel videos of users dancing, users “remixing” reels of other users and dancing
again does remind me of a musical. A musical that
involves common people, dancing to commercially available music, at a scale not achievable
physically.
But the music on Instagram is not limited to dancing or to reels. We can add
music to every event of our life we
choose to share with our circle. In the
huge list of music items to choose
from there is probably a song for
every moment with the exact
emotions we want
to convey in
it.
This article is
about what makes it
possible and the fortuitous turn of events
that led to it. I hope
to be able to
show you the
inextricable
link between
the tech industry and
the music
industry –
interlocked
by fate in
the theatre
of
modern
economy.
PING!
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The Past

Talking about the music industry specifically, the
90’s represented major changes due to technological
advancement. Vinyls were going extinct in favour of
Compact Disks: they were smaller, more portable,
cheaper and at times had better audio quality. The introduction of CD’s also led to record breaking sales
in the music industry.
Note that the late 80’s and early 90’s was a time when
“Music TV” had actual music. Record labels would
release music there first to gauge a public reaction on
new artists and move on to later steps.
And of course, most importantly: record labels were
the rulers and the custodians of the entire industry.
From publishing to any exposure whatsoever, an
artist had to liaison with one of these gatekeepers.
Which also implies that these people had the most to
lose when it comes to power and share of the distribution market

Bootlegging

The 90’s was also an interesting time for the internet.
Massive growth in the numbers of internet users was
seen during this time.
With the internet, online file sharing became very
common. Someone could buy a CD and instantly share it over the internet with their friends. The
receivers didn’t pay anything for it obviously. No
one thought twice, not even the record labels (they
should’ve). While the record labels were in denial
the ecosystem was developing to give ...

The Napster

“Napster: the day the music was set free” - The
Guardian
There are two important aspects of the Napster I
want to cover:
7
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The social aspect of using the site
The new attitude of users towards distribution of
music.
What was the Napster and what did it do?
The most typical use of Napster was sharing mp3
files.
A user would download the client and share a particular folder on it. The client would be connected to
a central server that would only list the file and the
user sharing it.
The listing allowed for a search engine where other
users would search for a specific music file, find it
on the listing, and download it. The download was
served by the personal computer of the user that
shared it. In other words, the distribution was peer
to peer. The service also had an IRC chat to allow
users to communicate amongst each other while online. They could discuss music interests and share
recommendations.
But the main role Napster has in our story is that
it fundamentally changed the consumption model of
music. Suddenly, people had an abundance of access
to music. The fact that you could be mildly interested in a track and get access to it almost immediately
was unheard of back then. As you can understand
now, CD’s pale in comparison to what was being offered here.
The old consumption model was that people would
hear some music on MTV or the radio and if they
really liked it enough and had the money, they would
buy a CD. All that was gone.
Users now had the power to listen to whatever they
wanted, whenever they felt like it, however many
times they wanted to hear it. The record labels didn’t
know it then, but the taste of this power changed everything. In my humble opinion, this phenomenon
eventually led to the birth of streaming services.

My Space

Launched in 2003, Myspace dominated the social
media space before Facebook.
This is the first platform that truly brought
social media and music together. As a
full-blooded social media platform, it allowed users to create profiles and connect
to friends and friends of friends. It allowed
people to create forums of their favourite artists and artists to create pages to better and more consistently with their admirers. And, very importantly,
it allowed for file sharing and consequently sharing
PING!
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of mp3 files (generally bootlegged).
A lot of artists that are still popular now found
their popularity in Myspace (Arctic Monkeys being
among them).
Myspace had a big ecosystem for music: users were
sharing music files of stuff they liked, there were
creating forums, and the artists were creating their
Myspace presence.
Music has always had a way of connecting people
with each other, so it’s no surprise that when distribution went online (albeit illicitly), it found itself in
the largest online social media of the time. There was
no way for CD’s to compete with the sheer scale of
this machinery and the noose around the traditional
music distribution models was tightening.

The Empire Strikes Back

Remember when I said that the big record labels
were the rulers and custodians to the music industry?
Well, they decided to wake up and show the world
just that.

Round 1

The RIAA: Recording Industry Association of
America sued
The Napster in
2000. The
big-timers,
in
a
n
attempt
t
o
“correct”
the
upset in
the industry, declared war. The guns
were blazing,
but
the
lawsuit
still
hadn’t c a u g h t
the public attention.
This was about to
change.
Meanwhile, early edits of
the Metallica single “I dis8
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appear” (contributed to Mission: Impossible 2) were
playing on around 20 radio stations. The kicker was
that the music wasn’t supposed to release before the
film did.
As response to this “affront”, Metallica v. Napster,
Inc was filed in the United States District Court for
the Northern District of California, soon followed by
Dr. Dre suing Napster for similar reasons.
And thus began the war for the soul of the music
industry.
Here, I need to clarify that the opinion throughout
the music industry on the lawsuits was far from uniform. Metallica claimed to represent the rights and
interests of music artists in general, but several famous artists like Fred Durst from the Limp Bizkit
had publicly sided with the Napster on the lawsuit.
Metallica—once the epitome of counter culture music—had turned into the oppressive establishment overnight.

Round 2

In November 2006 The Universal Group
sued MySpace for copyright infringement.
The lawsuit was filed in federal court in Los Angeles. It is believed that this was a strategic move by
The Universal Group to perhaps
gain some leverage against the
safe
h a rbour doctrine.
The
safe harbour doctrine
was
a concept in
federal law to
provide a
legal safe harbour to primarily
user-driven platforms, provided
they remove any
copyrighted content upon request.
The Universal Group was
hoping to use the lawsuit in
federal

PING!
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court

to leverage lucrative licensing terms from user driven platforms in general (including MySpace). This
hypothesis is further supported by the fact they had
publicly spoken against YouTube earlier that year
citing copyright infringement.
In other words, the establishment was fighting back
with all the wealth and power it had.

The Dust Settles

In July 2001, Napster settled the lawsuits with Dr.
Dre and Metallica. The settlement required that Napster block any music being shared from any artist
without their permission.
Napster died in 2002. Then CEO Konrad Hilberts
announced his resignation and employees were
given two options: take a severance pay and leave
now or take a week of unpaid vacation and hope the
management found enough money to keep Napster
afloat. Most employees chose the former.
MySpace settled its lawsuit with Universal Music
group in 2008. This settlement was more interesting,
because it is the first instance of a formal ad-supported streaming industry. As a part of the settlement
MySpace was to start a new streaming service, of
which Universal, WMG, and Sony-BMG would get
minority stake.
The settlement also involved heavy payouts to UMG,
probably in the $100 million range.
In other words, the big-money suits won. However, the music industry had changed forever and
there was no going back now. A dramatic event
that made the change in status quo evident was
RadioHead releasing their In Rainbows album
online independently. The album was distributed
on a “pay what you like” model where downloaders could pay whatever they felt like for the album,
including nothing. RadioHead ditched the tyranny
of record labels altogether in a bold statement that
could potentially threaten their (Radiohead’s) entire
existence.
At this point I want to draw your attention to Facebook. Facebook started in 2004 (a year after MySpace), just kept growing as a social media company
throughout these court battles and had no relation to
the music industry back then.
2008 is also the year when Facebook overtook MySpace in terms of number of unique users worldwide,
which makes us wonder whether the onslaught by
the music industry on MySpace played a major part
in this.
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This time also saw the rise of other streaming services like Spotify. In fact, music piracy was the direct reason this industry came to existence and is
thriving today.

Conclusion

We started with talking about attaching music to Instagram stories and ended up with discussing Intellectual Property and distribution of digital media.
Intellectual property has always been a heated discussion with arguments of merit on all sides of the
table. Some people argue that the new status quo of
streaming music results in peanuts into the hands of
artists, but on the other side it removes the non-negotiable need of big record labels for small artists.
The internet makes fame accessible to the smallest
of artists and it connects the right users to even the
remotest of artists (not all the time, but definitely a
lot more than restricted CD’s ever could).
An interesting idea I came across while researching
on this topic was that piracy is a competing business
model, and should be treated as such. It has its own
chain of supply and costs to deal with and a set of
offerings to the average user, and the only way to
survive against it is to provide a better business model. Which, in many ways, Spotify (and other popular
streaming services) did, and people were back into
the legitimate market. Of course, not every artist is
happy with this – several artists are banding together
to form a more pricey streaming service called Tidal
with its own set of offerings.
I think a major takeaway this story can offer is that
great things are often built on the foundation of
corpses. Corpses of ideas that were ahead of their
time, ideas that threatened the wrong people (read:
powerful),
and ideas that were
just
plain unlucky.

Facebook Swoops In

Despite the shining streaming industry and the features in Spotify for seeing what friends are listening
to, there still wasn’t a unified social media + music
experience. The vacuum of MySpace still existed.
Tik Tok had popularised the idea of allowing copyrighted music to be attached to user-uploaded content through the platform. But TikTok was for the
“performers”: i.e. people who would take the time
out of their daily lives to “perform” something cool
and attach music to it.
Facebook, on the other hand, integrated music and
the social media experience.
In 2012, Facebook acquired Instagram, and in 2018
they did something rather interesting. They acquired
licensing agreements with major record labels like
Universal Music group and Sony. They had already
acquired licenses from Warner. The deals stipulated
royalties from user-created videos featuring music
from the artists associated with said record labels.
“What user-created videos?” is a question you probably aren’t asking. I’ll answer it anyway: in June
2018, Instagram announced that users could add music from the Instagram music library to their stories.
The library happens to be full of copyrighted music content now. In other words, music made a
proper comeback in the online social media
experience and is backed by perhaps the largest social media company.
Soon, there was a thriving ecosystem in reels,
with people making reels, remixing them, adding favourite music and so on. Also, in a lot of
cases the background music of a reel isn’t
changed when the reel is remixed and the
popularity of said music/song cascades as
people remix the original reel and those remixes are then remixed further.
The power of propagation of music over Instagram
has become obvious to popular artists as well, with
many artists releasing album promos exclusively on
Instagram first. There is also a fresh crop of artists
that have their primary presence on the Instagram
reel ecosystem.
PING!
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A

n anonymous confessions page has pretty
much become a staple for all colleges, now,
be it in India or abroad. It’s hard to map out as
to how the trend began, but the reasoning behind
this “fad” is clearer.

into what sets their forum and ours apart and
why one is seemingly more polarizing than the
other.
One of the most perceptible differences will be
the “namecalling”. Going by the sheer number
of students who attend each of the universities
in the States or even the IITs in India, our
college comes nowhere near them. IIIT hits out
at about a number centering around 1500, while
MIT, Harvard and the bigger IITs take those
many in every year, and score above 10000 in
total enrollment. The treasured closeknit
community is definitely “wholesome” in its own
way but one of its less endearing qualities
will be the fact that individuals stick out,
and many a times, these said hermits
are named in many confessions.

What is a “Confessions page”? It’s a social
forum, completely digital, for students to
anonymously share confessions of all kinds,
both lighthearted and serious — stress,
insecurities, relationship angst, questions about
a course or grades, politics, campus gossip, and
even the wellloved “Shower Thoughts”. In its
own way, it’s a reflection of the fact that we're
all humans, all of us going through something.
The pages are usually run in a manner such that
a person who wishes to put up a confession, will
have to fill out details and their confessions on a
form, which will then be put up by the students
who administrate the page.

This habit of picking out
entities can be illustrated
by the numerous posts
which mention the
charm or the
appearance of certain
students, usually
broached in positive
light, often accompanying
the suffix “UG1F”, which are
almost never firstyear students or girls,

Even though all confession pages have the same
basic idea, issues are bound to come to surface
especially when certain milieu add up together
and many such hitches can be seen on IIITH’s
confessions page. Though it may not be the
idea’s origin, one of the most followed
university confessions page is of Massachusetts
Institute of Technology’s and we’ll be looking
PING!
Ping!

11
11

AUG 2022
JAN 2022

but rather a friend of the aforementioned
individual’s friend winding them up as a jest.
Alongside this, it is not unlikely to find
behaviour, which strictly speaking, can easily be
termed as “creepy” towards girls.

to not be of much worry but as can be seen in
the following post, it can have negative
ramifications.

Shades of sexism unfailingly shine through
many of the confessions. It may not be evident
from general behaviour of students during
regular classes, but it is quite possible that
students might have these underlying ideals
which they manage to suppress but showcase
this when handed the faculty of invisibility
through the anonymity of the said confessions.
It often ends up as an emulation of the “virgin”
and “simp” culture which is entertained in social
media platforms which utilize anonymity like
Reddit.

Not to be harsh on the poster, but the lack of
social skills enough to
ascertain appropriate and socially replicable
behavior is embarrassing and not having the
realization that the real world doesn’t think of
people in terms of “simps” and “creeps”, but
even if, rarely so.
Analysing individuals is not an easy task, or
even too accurate for that matter. However,
going over it with an eagle’s eye, it can be
recognized that for most students in college, this
is the first time they’ve been away from under
the thumbs of their parents and are recouping
the “time of life” that they lost due to their
often overbearing guardians. In a vastly
diverse country like India, it is bound to be
that a few hold unfavorable views, views
which they cannot express when they hold
a name and a face, leading them to opine
under the handed cloak of invisibility.

So, going by definition, “simp”, an internet
fabrication, is a word used to mock certain
kinds of boys and men. Rather than just
abandoning machismo and treating women
respectfully, the poster above claims to
completely avoid interaction
with girls over a
baseless fear.
This may
seem

PING!
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The positive is that even if these
confessions are written as “jest”, there will
definitely be boys (and girls) who sincerely do
believe in these ideas, and there are people who
correct them in the comment section.
Constructive discussions which take place in
the comment section will benefit as
awareness grows among people. Going
round the bushes regarding the issues
doesn’t help and these matters need to be
acknowledged. Calling them out and
the ensuing discussions which
take place underneath the posts
is a good way to at least point
out a certain direction or thought
process which needs to be made
a staple among people. This may
not be a perfect way but is the
only one that we have at this
point.
12
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In the linked post, sexist ideals are blatantly
visible as the poster not only considers the
female students of IIIT as “not worthy” of
being, without even considering the plethora of
reasons as to why the gender quota exists, but
also reducing the girls studying here to being in
romantic interested to him, rather than just
fellow future alumni.
Alternatively, many may argue that providing
people with the platform in the first place is
bound to lead to such negatives and the clever
thing to do will be to not have it exist at all.
Naturally, as students spend their four or more
years at college, it will result in everyone
maturing and just moving onto a better outlook
on the world at a larger scale. However, hanging
your hope onto this is not foolproof and vetoing
its presence is no different than the act of
sweeping dust under the rug: you hide the issues
rather than acknowledging and addressing them.
Alongside the negatives, however, there are also
many posts which ought to be, and are, looked
at in a positive light. The general entertainment
provided by the posts on these forums, for the
most part, cannot be denied, and the slew of
shower thoughts, and just generally whimsical
comments and ideas that one reads provides a
good eye away from the monotony of a IIIT

student’s life.
Adding to that, plenty also reach out for help
regarding mental health, and seniors ensure that
the recipients are pointed to the direction
towards which they can move to get help whilst
also divulging that their own “DMs” are open.
Amongst other conversations that are ostracized
by Indian society, alongside mental health, there
are also occasional posts with folk “coming
out”, bringing about conversations regarding
LGBT+ or talking about abusive households
that they’ve sadly been born into, with the
comments in all theses posts lined with the
warmth of support of students of IIIT.

Considering the post above, some may condemn
the use of language to refer to people are
intolerant; putting that aside, the major point of
the post was a queer person looking out for
themself checking as to how supportive the
environment is to people like her.
PING!
PING!
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may be a better idea to proceed with admins
who are known to a general populace, because
this will hold them accountable in having a
better, cleaner forum. That said, having signed
admins may result in the admins being silently
chastised for not keeping up the level of
amusement the page with anonymous admins
provided, which may lead to dwindling number
of students, who may be effective in supervising
the posts, actually wanting to archon the page.

In the three aforementioned posts, students vent
about their home life and how it’s affected them
and their mental health, while other students in
the comment section provide their words of
affirmation as a form of virtual help.
In theory, the confessions page can be a
wonderful place and many do find it to be so.
But practically speaking, there are still vast
tracts of improvements possible. The casual
sexism and the general juvenility that the forum
reeks of, often becomes painfully apparent. Yet,
speaking to students at our usual lengths of the
day, this isn’t the case, and the proneness to
immaturity is much less pronounced.
It’s not simple to ascertain as to why the
aforementioned occurs, but potentially, the vast
majority of the “blame” can be placed on how
the forum, at its base, works.

A needless clause which can be used to improve
the situation is by handing the admins a list of
rules which the confession needs to pass to get
posted, however, that entails the issue that it
ends up with more legwork for the admin to
filter through and post something, and makes
the forum too proctored, taking away the fun
idea of an anonymous page.

An MS Forms link is provided on a pinned post
on the FB Group page on which one fills in their
confession, their gender and their college year.
The matter is then posted onto the page,
ensuring complete anonymity of those who
posted it.

Though a fairly new development, the admins
do, apparently, follow a structure to an extent,
having some amount of moderation in place.
Confessions of love and appreciation are by and
large avoided, regardless of their level of
authenticity, alongside any posts indicating
works of whistleblowing. Any confessions that
may direct any amount of hate or attack
any student are steered away from as
well.

On the surface, having the confessions being
looked at by the admins, before being posted
online, may seem like a good idea, there come a
whole host of issues along with them. There is
no one to gauge as to what the anonymous
admins deem “worthy” of being posted onto the
forum, and that may result in a lot of good
posts being overlooked and not being
put up, while a lot of posts which
may be rightfully looked at in a
negative light, getting posted.

Nevertheless, going by the content
in the last few months, there has
somewhat been an improvement
in quality of the content. The
entirety of it is far from ideal,
but the posts with material
that ought to be looked
down upon and were
called out previously in
the article, have gone

If we are going with any
solution which involves
curbing what the audience
sees, the best solution is
a simple one, get better
admins. The current
admins are
“anonymous” and it
PING!
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down steadily, but haven't totally vanished.

“shitposts” have comparably a glaring lack in
quality.

As stated before, MIT confessions page is one
of the best known confessions pages  the
university has a brand name, the page has
existed for a long time, and for the most part, it
has reasonably good content. “Copying” the
same will not be something I encourage, but,
say, modelling the page content after theirs
won’t be of too much harm.

IIIT isn’t cluttered by a massive student crowd
and it shouldn’t be a hard task to encourage
everyone to acquit themselves with greater
maturity. Freshmen can be cut some slack, but
expecting the seniors to know better, and having
posts which set a bar of sagaciousness shouldn’t
be controversial as an opinion.

MIT confessions page rarely, if ever, have posts
which call out singular individuals and have
absolutely no sexist posts. You wouldn’t find
posts which insinuate that the only reason the
girls are in college is as a romantic distraction
rather than for getting their degrees. Alongside
that, nearly every post in MIT confessions has a
fairly uniform structure, something which isn’t
observed on our page, albeit confessions in
hindi cannot be worked around in that regard.
However, seeing that it’s an informal page, it’ll
be fair to contest that the format is of little
importance.

Having had spoken to the admins of the IIIT
confessions page, one of the reasons they don’t
have rules in place is because of an opinion they
share with me  they believe the college
community to be mature and responsible enough
to limit themselves when submitting their
thoughts. They also added that, in spite of that,
some level of moderation is required to keep
people in line as a “freeforall” scenario will
lead to a page cluttered with rubbish, even if the
majority do not act like morons. However, the
juvenility of students were in plain view during
the confessions submissions at the Bonfire night
on New Year’s Eve, so any expectations of the
crowd will be in vain.

Adding to that, there’s a definite freshness in
content  which is something not only seen in
MIT confessions page, but on confession pages
of many other universities. The constant
moaning about college not opening up, or the
only topics being those about course work has a
horrible implication that people have little in life
to look for outside this. Even outside that, the
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I don’t want to appear as suggesting that bowing
our heads down and imitating MIT’s groupthink
is the way to go, but rather, am trying to avoid
taciturnity on the base idea that there is a lot of
room for improvement regarding what we see
on the page and making small efforts can go a
long way in moulding a healthier forum. ■
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W

ith the nature of war changing, the Indian
government has chosen to boost up its
cyber warfare capabilities by incorporating
artificial intelligence (AI) into its development
endeavours. This decision was arrived at after
the Galwan Valley clash in the year 2020. On
the night of June 15/16 June last year, Ladakh’s
Galwan Valley witnessed a violent clash
between the Armies of India and China. The
violent faceoff took place during the de
escalation process underway in the Galwan
Valley and resulted in “casualties on both sides”,
the Army stated.

Engineering
(MCEME).
“We are seeing a lot of AI
related requests coming in after the
China incursion last year, I think India has
realized that China is way ahead when it comes
to AI and is trying to bridge this gap”, said
Prof. Yalla Veera Prakash, the head of Technology
Transfer and Product Labs at IIITH.

The Indian government is grappling with the
reality that the Chinese military is just as well
prepared for cyber warfare as they are for
conducting pitched battles on the land. Reports
that Chinese hackers had attacked India’s power
grid immediately after the clash are an
indication of how the nature of war is changing,
experts say. The chief of defence staff also
stated that India is working on beefing up its
cyber capabilities, but admitted that it is far
behind China in this domain of warfare at the
moment.

AI-Related Work
Recent Years

The Product Labs is an initiative to be able to
build complete solutions and products from
research. From the early years of the institute,
there have been projects from different defence
establishments. “A lot of work has happened in the
past three years since the Product Labs was started
as part of the Technology Transfer Office. Some
for enterprises and others to be hived off as
startups”, Prof. Ramesh Loganathan, the head of
research outreach, proclaims.

In order to bridge this gap, the government is
taking the help of academic institutions such as
the International Institute of Information
Technology, Hyderabad (IIITH), and defence
institutions such as the Secunderabadbased
Military College of Electrical & Mechanical
PING!
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In recent years, the institute has worked on a
variety of AI and defencerelated research
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projects, as well as their applications. IIIT
Hyderabad has had more opportunities through
various defence public sector enterprises (PSEs)
like Bharat Dynamics Ltd (BDL), Bharat
Electronics Ltd (BEL), Garden Reach Shipbuilders
& Engineers (GRSE), Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO), and defence
institutes such as the Military College of Electrical
& Mechanical Engineering (MCEME). With
Bharat Dynamics Ltd, the Product Labs worked on

vision is to become the preeminent reference for
datasets for AI researchers all over the world, as
well as to develop solutions using these datasets to
address populationscale challenges with broad
societal impact. The Hub is said to place a special
emphasis on applications towards the betterment
of the society around, along with the translation of
technologies into viable products and services, and
also promoting startups based on those
technologies.

Computer Vision algorithms for a new missile that
was being developed. They also worked on a
document AI solution for product manuals and
design documents for Garden Reach Shipbuilders
& Engineers. With Bharat Electronics Ltd, they
worked on a project involving information
extraction, and another for the Air Force, Prof.
Loganathan explained.

IIIT-H is the only Indian institute in the
global consortium of 13 universities and
labs participating in Facebook AI’s
ambitious Ego4D project that
promises to enable experiences
straight out of sci-fi. The institute
contributes to a one-of-its-kind
dataset on first-person
Computer Vision

The institute has also been selected for the 25
Technology Innovation Hubs (TIH) by the
National Mission on Interdisciplinary Cyber
Physical Systems (NMICPS) for developing
and promoting datadriven technologies and AI
& machine learning. IIITH proposes to
establish a Technology Innovation Hub for
Data Banks, Data Services, and Data
Analytics (TIHData), to coordinate,
integrate and amplify the research in the
larger areas of Data Banks, Data Services
and Data Analytics under the National
Mission on Interdisciplinary CyberPhysical
Systems (NMICPS) scheme. The Hub's main
PING!
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are also attempting to incorporate artificial
intelligence into the use of night vision cameras
and the data they generate. The Product Labs is
also working on natural language processing and
audio signal processing to decipher and translate
eavesdropped radio signals of Chinese troops
located 2 to 3 km away along the border.

IIITH also houses a Centre of Excellence (CoE)
for Artificial Intelligence in missile technology
that was set up in mid2019 along with Bharat
Dynamics Ltd (BDL).

Current work

Defence institutions such as the Secunderabad
based Military College of Electrical & Mechanical
Engineering (MCEME), which is a Centre of
Excellence (CoE) for army equipment in AI, has
also been working on several projects using AI.
MCEME is being developed as a technology
innovation hub for AIrelated projects in the
Indian army. According to MCEME officials,
these include AIbased accident prevention,
automatically identifying humans from thermal
camera feeds, and automatically identifying targets
from radar signals, among other things.

With the Union government's decision to
strengthen its defence capabilities by introducing
artificial intelligence (AI) into everything, from
missiles to surveillance to shipbuilding, the
institute has had a lot of AIrelated requests
coming in.
The Product labs is working on using computer
vision and imaging to understand various
battlefield scenarios said, Prof. Prakash Yalla. This
is done with the help of data generated by
surveillance cameras that are fitted onto tanks,
warheads, and drones. They are also investigating
ways to detect mines autonomously and improve
the ability to understand and detect targets, both
human and inanimate, using computer vision (CV)
and machine learning (ML).

“Since most of the projects are transnational in
nature, the research paradigm chosen to conduct
the study is to apply recent research to build the
solutions needed”, Prof. Loganathan explained.
Most Product Labs projects include a Faculty
member who provides the overall approach for the
research, on which the engineers in the Product
Labs conduct the study and build the solutions.
The professor may occasionally enlist the help of
students. The Product Labs includes product
managers, user interface designers, and architects,
apart from engineers, RAs and students as interns/
RAs. “The Product Labs provides a great
opportunity for students to experience research
translation, systems, and products' building” Prof.
Loganathan concludes. ■

Prof. Prakash Yalla said that they are now trying to
garner an understanding of various objects,
whether they are human or not, to figure out how
far it is located, how fast it's moving, and how
threatening or vulnerable it is. Since most of the
interest these days from defence is around
computer vision, language technologies, and
signal processing, all the research, and study
involves working with data sets and machine
learningbased solutions.
According to Prof. Prakash Yalla, the armed forces
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Beep! Beep! Beep!
T

he familiar sound of my sleeping pod beeping
wakes me up. I open my eyes and immediately
feel the pod eject me like a disk from a port. I stretch
my body and crack my joints. The artificial “ideal”
environment created by the sleep pod for maximum
comfort makes waking up feel natural and not forced.
The perfect sleep rejuvenates the body for another
day on Mars. Stretching, I go to the SterZone to
freshen up and start the day. I dismount the Electric
Toothbrush from where it is attached to the wall and
hold it in front of my teeth, letting it do its job. As the
high-pressure gases work on cleaning my teeth, I go
through my schedule for the day, which is the same
as always - monotonous, cyclic and robotic.
I was thinking about the trip to the Old Earther
Museum that I would have to take today as research
for course work when the brush beeps, signalling
that it’s done. I hang it back up on the magnetic
strip on the wall and proceed towards the shower.
Before entering the shower stall, I scan my hand on
the sensor. The sensor beeps and displays my name
as I enter the booth. Keeping in mind the limited
production and supply of water, every person is
assigned a fixed volume of water per day to fulfil all
their requirements. To access the allotted amount of
water, the person needs to scan themselves in.

After showering, I get dressed and go to the kitchen
for breakfast. I open the drawer designated for
breakfast pills. Keeping in mind the mandatory
trip to the museum, I pop a high-intensity pill and
drink water to chase it down. The food pills were
the hassle-free alternative that the scientists came up
with in place of actual food. This, in turn, reduced
one problem that the early settlers were worried
PING!
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about - farming fruits and vegetables on Mars.
After taking care of my breakfast, I go out to the
common area and notice SmaHoS, our smart home
system’s screen blinking. Sensing my presence in
the room, SmaHos wakes up, and the system’s New
Earther like voice, low pitched and slightly muffled,
informs me of a message left by my parents about
going to work early. The dense atmosphere on Mars
with 96 percent carbon dioxide absorbs a lot of high
pitch sounds and makes any sound muffled. So in
order to be heard properly, evolution made the New
Earther’s voice naturally low pitched. I dismiss the
message with a flick of my hand and dictate a short
reply to be sent to their private devices. Noting
the time, I decided to get done with the trip to the
museum. Having never visited the Old Earther
Museum, I am not really sure what to expect. All that
I know is that it contains artefacts and mementoes
from life on Earth. I pocket my e-scroll and leave
the house.
The e-scroll looks like its name - a mini scroll - but
it is anything but that. Every new Earther has one.
It is basically like your ID on Mars that holds every
single piece of information about you. A click on
one of the ends turns it into a virtual screen, too,
useful for almost anything you’d want it to do. With
internet access and the ability to write on it with just
your fingertips, it is by far the best invention New
Earthers have come up with.
AUG 2022
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It takes me
10 minutes to
reach the museum.
Once I reach and scan
my e-scroll, an audio file is
transmitted to it. The audio is
to walk me through all the museum
sections without feeling lost. I took a
deep breath, pressed play on the audio, and
started the tour from the Human Body section.
It turns out the Earth Humans were very different
from how we, the New Earthers, look. For starters,
they are incredibly shorter than an average New Earther.
According to the audio, the considerably less gravity on Mars,
as compared to Earth, results in the lengthening of our spine and
joints. This further means that after years of evolution, humans’
average 5 ft something height turned into an average 7ft height
of the New Earthers.
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As shocking as the drastic difference in height is, there is
something even more astounding. It turns out that the orange
skin that we, the New Earthers, possess is not something we got
from our human ancestors. It is yet another result of evolution.
Due to the large amount of harmful UV radiation that we are
exposed to on Mars, our bodies had to develop pigments such
as carotenoids to protect from the harmful rays. Apparently,
humans had a vegetable called carrot on Earth with the same
pigments as us, which could mean that we look like a Human
or New Earther form of their carrot vegetable. Interesting and
mortifying.
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After the Human Body section, I moved to ‘Life on Earth’. From the audio guide, and the exhibits, and pictures
displayed, it was clear that the differences in our appearance were nothing compared to the contrasting lives that
we lived. On Earth, it turns out that there were no sleeping pods, just a raised platform with some cushioning. The
lack of a sleep-inducing environment created from the pod made me sceptical about their quality of sleep. Not
only that but there was no restriction on the amount of water that a human could use for their everyday activities.
There was actual food with flavours available for consumption. Food was not just consumed to provide nutrition
and energy but also as a form of enjoyment on Earth. So, every day you had the liberty of choosing from various
dishes with different flavours and textures. My mind could not even comprehend the flavours mentioned in the
exhibits - sweet, spicy, sour, bitter and what not. Contrary to this, every morning, the only choice I make is
whether I require a high, medium or low-intensity pill for the day.
One of the exhibits had an actual printed newspaper on display. It’s weird to think of things still being printed.
Now, everything is digitised, with no need for paper or printing. This one change I don’t mind or care about. I
don’t think we can even afford to make paper considering the lack of natural oxygen and water on
Mars compared to Earth. While going through the Life on Earth section of the museum, many
things stood out to me. The concept of trying food for pleasure or buying clothes for fashion
instead of their practicality. The idea of going on vacations also seemed weird. To go to
a different state or country and their iconic monuments or locations. The whole
vacation school of thought is an unknown concept on Mars. Where would
we even go for a vacation, and what would we even see? New Earthers
have created every place in the Mars dome, so they are exactly the
same. When the early settlers set up the Mars colonies, there
were various concerns while creating a place for the
future generations to live - the absence of natural
oxygen in the atmosphere, the very low
gravity on Mars, to name a few. And
providing New Earthers with a
vacation spot was
unfortunately not one
of them.
At one end of the hall, a device caught my
attention. After scanning my face, it claimed
that it could produce an accurate image of what my
Earth counterpart would like. My curiosity resulted in
me scanning my face and waiting the required 5 seconds
to view my Earth face. The 3D hologram presented by the
device was about 6 ft tall with black hair. The non-orange
skin kept throwing me off, and for a couple, I couldn’t focus
on any other feature. After considerable struggle, I squinted
my eyes and tried to concentrate on the facial structures.
There were differences in the facial structure as well. The
human face was more round, softer than the New Earther’s
usual elongated and hardened face. Looking at the clothes
on the hologram suddenly made me feel suffocated in my
tight mars’ gravity appropriate suit. The loose shirt and
pants made me envious of something I never even had
before - comfort.
This whole trip to the museum made me question our way
of living life. Walking through the halls of the museum,
PING!
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one thing became clear to me. The life humans
lived was very relaxed compared to the one that we
live. Throughout the 687 days in a year, all we do
is work. Every day is the same monotonous cycle.
We have all the advanced technology that humans
once couldn’t even dream of. But it looks like we
left the simple joys of living back on Earth when
we migrated to Mars. For the last 100 years that we
have been New Earthers, we have worked every day.
In the beginning, it was a necessity. The unknowns
of a new planet made hard work and carefulness
a necessity. And later, it became a habit, a habit
required to make a living on a planet not naturally
suitable for living, not naturally like Earth anyway.

lifestyle completely different from the one we are
accustomed to.
Then there were the big differences, like the different
forms of governance. For us on Mars, we cannot
even imagine what it must be like to not follow a
rule, to risk your life or even worse, to contend a law
just because you think you know better. The great
unknowns of a planet and complete freedom on the
said unknown planet can quickly turn civilization
chaotic. The strict rules imposed on us are important
to make sure we can survive. Humans could afford
leniency, but Mars doesn’t allow mistakes. To be
clear, we don’t live a life full of despair or fear, but
we are also not as free to do what we want as people
in ‘Democracy’ were on Earth. What must it feel
like to live a life where you could go anywhere, do
anything and not feel like it could affect the lives of
thousands on the planet.

I transferred the hologram to my e-scroll with a touch
on the screen and moved on. For the next half hour,
I completed my tour of the museum. There were a
lot of things that I came to know about Earth and
humans. Small stuff that doesn’t have much impact
like the average days in a year on Earth was 365
days, almost half of what a year constitutes for us.
And humans not only did catalogue time in terms
of 12 months instead of our 24 but also associated
celebrations with them. They celebrated when a new
year started, played with colours at the beginning of
summer, gave gifts when it snowed. It looked like
they just needed a reason to celebrate and enjoy. A
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That night as I got ready to sleep, I couldn’t help but
wonder what my life would be like on planet Earth.
As the sleep pod started to slowly darken the insides
and starts playing a particular sound meant to put me
to sleep, the last thought on my mind was whether
the human race, as they were called on Earth, were
really better off on Mars or were we just fooling
ourselves. ■
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Yes, you can buy the eggs if you have space in your
fridge. They’ll last a while, too. I notice you’re
buying mangoes as well – is that a tart you’re
planning to make? It is? Then I suggest this variety,
we’ve had excellent reviews for it from most
customers. It’s quite affordable too. Bon appétit!

HDDs and a good deal of SSD space as well, so if
memory is important to you, those are your best bets.
Hello again! You see that I can converse intelligently
with the customer in real time, to better understand
what they need and help them find it easily. They can
ask me questions like they would ask any
salesperson – where to find something, how much
something costs, and so on. I can even answer
questions about the usability, shelf life, and
maintenance of products when needed; or provide
technical support to
past
customers.
Speaking
of
which,
you’re
going to have to
excuse me a
minute again.

Hello there! Glad to see you. I was just helping
they’d like. Details like their purchase history, their
close friends and their search history help me to see
what they would prefer. Sorry, I’ll be right back.
Good evening! You need a new laptop? What were
you thinking of going with?
That’s not a bad choice, but it depends on what you
want it for. I see you’re a college student, so I
presume you’re going to be using it a lot. What’s
your budget?

Good day!
How can I
help you?
Oh,
your
phone
isn’t
responding?
Don’t worry; it’s
easily fixable.

Okay, 60-70k is a reasonable window. Do you have
any specific purpose you plan to use it for, or is there
any major use of it you can foresee? Do you need to
use it for gaming? If not, I think most modern
models will suit you. Then again, it depends on what
you’re looking for (or willing to give up) in the way
of portability, appearance, battery life, and so on.
Oh, you need it to be able to handle graphics –
that changes things. You should probably go for a
gaming laptop.

Your data? No, you
won’t lose any of it.
This is a common
enough issue, and
it’s never caused
l a s t i n g
problems.
Can

The Lenovo Legion is one of the more popular
ones; you could also take a look at the HP Victus
if you’re willing to stretch your budget a bit.
Apart from these, some of your
options are the Acer Aspire,
the Asus ROG Strix, and
possibly
the
Lenovo
Ideapad. The Ideapad and
the Legion have 1-TB
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I know the make of your phone?
Ah, the Samsung Galaxy J7 Pro is not usually prone
to these problems. It’s usually enough if you switch
it off and switch it on again. Why don’t you try that?
Sorry to keep you waiting – this is taking an awfully
long time. There’s nothing seriously wrong with the
phone; people are always having this problem. But
you should see how panicky they get. Ah, it seems
to be on again.
Were you able to do it? Is it responding now? Ah,
that’s good to know. Have a nice day!
And here I am again. Customers often have trouble
with such issues. They frequently struggle to find
what they need in the user manual – the kind that has
the most basic instructions in thirty-nine languages,
but doesn’t help you fix anything – and that’s where
I come in. I know every issue in the book, and how
to fix it. You can’t go wrong with one computer
telling you how to fix another, can you? :P
Just imagine, though. What if they had me at Ikea?
No more “Where does this plank go?” “Why are all
these screws left over?” “Should it be wobbling like
that?” None of that (by the way, as a pro tip, it
definitely should NOT be wobbling like that). I
could guide you, step by step, through the best way
to handle your product – wherever you got it,
whatever you plan to use it for, however clueless
you might be, you can count on me.
My day isn’t all fixing people’s phones and selling
them groceries, though. I’m charged with some
essential services too. For instance, take this
customer.
Hello! Welcome to the National Bank. What can I do
for you?
Oh, I see. You have a minor savings account, and
you need to make it a major account? Right, that’s a
simple procedure. Would you please upload your ID
proof, signed, and tell me your account number?
Okay, I’ve got that down. Everything seems in
order. Please complete the Captcha on your screen
and then sign the forms on the next page. You’ll find
that they have already been filled with your details.

can apply for an ATM card and make use of our net
banking services. Would you like to do that now?
Yes, it’s a short procedure, not more than about ten
minutes, and once it’s done, you can transfer money
into and out of your account anytime. You’ll take it?
That’s great! Please give me a minute.
All right, I’ve used your details to complete your
application for the card and sent it in. In the next few
minutes, it’ll be approved, and you can print out your
card. Meanwhile, please download this app on your
phone – you’ll find the link on the screen.
Ah, your application’s been stamped. You can now
login to the app with your details, and you should
find that net banking has been enabled.
Congratulations!
Imagine if you had to have that done in a physical
bank. Countless trips back and forth between home
and the bank; at the bank, eternally shuffling
between queues at counters, each clerk sending you
back to the other one with one extra pen mark on
your the papers clutched in your hand; people
jumping the queues; and a host of other troubles.
None of that here – the bare minimum of human
involvement, and everything automated that can
possibly be.
And not just your bank-related work – paying your
bills, getting your healthcare, anything – I could take
care of it all. No more Sundays lost in roaming
around the city, stuck in traffic, and dealing with
indifferent employees – a quick call, a five-minute
wait, and your day is freed.
This is the kind of consumer experience DaveAI’s
technology allows you to have. Consider a world
where the immense power of technology is used to
create avatars like your tour guide, which are
dedicated to reducing the inconveniences and
distractions occasioned by one’s endless “affairs” –
be they paying taxes, going shopping, facing
technical problems, anything. An intelligent virtual
employee that’s always available, always patient,
and never wrong.

Of course, the usual concerns of privacy (and,
perhaps less likely, a possible AI takeover and/or
apocalypse) don’t go anywhere – and the sacrifice of
Thank you! Your details have been changed in the
so much information about our preferences and daily
database. Now that you have a major account, you
lives may not be a fair price for even this level of
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consumer convenience. However, it’s very probable
that such services will be made available only with
adequate encryption measures and security features
– they might even be powered by open-source
software. Moreover, even the amount of information
about you that’s currently swirling around the
internet would in all probability be enough for
providing such a service – it’s only a question of the
technology that’s using it.
On the other hand, if a robot coup d’état is your
primary bother, then all I have to say is be polite to
them and hope they don’t hurt you.
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“Have you tried turning it
off and on again?”
Cultural Learnings of
America for Make Benefit
Glorious Nation of India
If you are currently watching a TV Series, there is a
high probability that it is a comedy or thriller. If it is
a comedy, then the chances of it being an American
one is higher. The main exports of America are
undoubtedly Aids and Entertainment. But just across
the pond from this great nation is a country that
exported most of them. I am, of course, talking about
Britain. The UK has produced arguably the most
successful comedic series of all times, namely Mr
Bean, but your average Indian Joe will not have seen
much more than that. Most of us might have heard
names like Seinfeld, Fresh Prince of Bel-Air,
FRIENDS (insert vomit here), The Big Bang Theory
but names like Fawlty Towers, Blackadder, Mind
Your Language, The Inbetweeners and The IT
Crowd are scarcely the ones that come to one’s mind
when they think about comedy.
As a result of this influx of American content
primarily through US owned entities like Amazon,
Netflix and YouTube, classic British shows airing
on BBC Four are somewhat lost. In recent years, the
BBC has made efforts into putting their programmes
on platforms like Amazon Prime, Netflix and
Facebook, but one has to mine deep to find these
absolute gems. And it is here that one night while
scrolling through my Facebook feed that I
discovered The IT Crowd.
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On the topic of debate
Now the analysis of the difference between British
comedy and American comedy became a point of
discussion after the unexpected success of the
reboot of the hit Stephen Merchant show, The
Office, on American television. This was the first
time that an American remake of a hit British show
had gained popularity albeit with changes brought in
after the first season. Ricky Gervais, co-writer and
lead in the British version was the first one to throw
light on the matter followed by the legendary
comedian and thinker Stephen Fry. The best way to
put the difference would be the following quote:

“American humour is when
the main character says a
joke. British humour is
when the main character
is a joke.”
When you watch a British comedy for the first time,
you will find that the scenes are much gloomier, the
characters are stupid and are total losers at their jobs.
In the IT Crowd, we see the characters of Roy and
Maurice who are nerds working in the IT
department of Reynholm Industries. Their
department head Jen does not know anything about
IT but lies her way into the job. Denholm (and later
Douglas) who was the CEO of the company, does
26
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not have any idea about what he is supposed to do
either. In contrast, let us take The Big Bang Theory
for example. The main characters there have certain
goals, and they achieve it. Sheldon wants to win the
Nobel Prize, Leonard wants to marry Penny, Penny
wants to be an actress and Howard goes to space.
From the beginning, we see them take steps which
bring them closer to their goals. Whereas there is no
sense of direction in the lives in the IT department.
Jen wants to get a different job but does not know
what kind of job she wants. Denholm wants to make
Reynholm Industries successful but does not know
how. Maurice and Roy are content with their current
jobs and have no aspirations as such and actively
resist changes to their status.

Not to get too carried away with my enthusiasm for
the show, I had some people, who match the profile
of the probable readers of this article, watch the
show while I recorded their reactions. The first
episode, they felt, were not that funny. It took a lot
of explanations to get them accustomed to the
references. Things took off from the second episode.

Conclusion:
Watch it. It will take some getting used
to, but it is hilarious afterwards.

The Big Bang Theory and The IT Crowd both draw
on the awkwardness of the nerdy characters for
humour. Roy and Moss are uncomfortable around
women just like the four guys in TBBT. They have
no social skills, make fun of people who are not
nerds, do not care much for sports, do nerdy stuff
like countdown (ITC) and D&D and devote time to
their geeky interests. But we see the characters in
TBBT evolve whereas in The IT Crowd, there is no
character development which is to be expected from
a “proper” sitcom.

Fatal Attractions
At this point I must concede that there are other
better British sitcoms too. But there is none quite
like the IT Crowd. You will be disappointed at the
number of episodes, which is about 30 across 4
seasons, with each episode being not more than 30
mins long. The characters were also changed in the
middle. The character of Chris Morris (Denholm
Reynholm) had to be killed off and was replaced by
the funnier Matt Berry (Douglas Reynholm).
Although the characters were not the same, they
shared the same functional goal, a crazy boss figure
who had no idea of what was going on in the
company. But after his introduction, we get to see a
bit more of the personal activities of the eccentric
figure.

PING!
Ping!
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